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BUILDING THE FUTURE WE WANT (BTFWW) -
UNPROJECT THAT GROWS WITH US
From the PrimaryNursery Cycle Direction

Dear Families and dear Members of ESYA,

we are pleased toreach out to you through this Newsletter to share with you the most important steps
of our educational journey. We have entered the third year of the project "Building the Future We
Want" (BTFWW) and we feel, day by day, how this path is contributing to strengthening our identity as
aschool thatis attentive, innovative, and deeply oriented towards the well-being of our students.
BTFWW is much more than a project: it is our way of building together the future we desire for the
children. A vision that places students at the center, valuing their talents and guiding them to
recognize their potential, to believe in themselves,and to become positive protagonists of the world
around them.

We are also happy to share with you a milestone of which we are particularly proud: for the school
year 2024/2025, the Maternal/Primary cycle has been recognized as a Level A Green School. A result
that speaks of commitment, care, and collective responsibility — the fruit of the work of our
students, teachers, and all the staff who dedicate themselves every day with heart and
professionalism to the theme of sustainability. Looking forward with enthusiasm to the new school
year 2025/2026, we will continue to draw inspiration from the symbolic image of the project —a
house supported by five pillars — to continue developing an educational model that trulyinvolves all
of us.

We are defining clear and shared goals, so that every member of the community can contribute to
building a serene, stimulating environment rich in educational opportunities. We will keep you
updated on the nextsteps and the activities we will carry out together with our students, who remain
the beating heart and the most authentic reason for our daily commitment. Thank you for your
support,your trust,and for being a vital part of our community.
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Our vision is to empower our pupils to realise
their full potential and drive the change they want to see in the world.

>, 3 Antonella Selvaggio

Our mission is to educate and inspire our pupils, to embrace a sustainable
lifestyle and mindset and to take action to make the changes they feel are
needed to improve the world around them.

BTFWW 2025-2026 New Targets

2025-2026 Overall Targets:




At the end of October 2025, the collections containing the selected
works of the Writing Fest were published in electronic format. These
consist of 16 volumes that include the submissions divided by
individual language sections and a mixed volume for works in the
following languages (Estonian, Danish, Finnish, Swedish, and Slovak).
Ourschool isrepresented in the volumes with a significant number of
texts, created both in groups and individually, reflecting the
diversity of our students’ native languages: Dutch, (zech, English,
Lithuanian, Hungarian, Spanish, Polish, Danish, Portuguese, etc.
Additionally, the drawing created by L1 Polish student Julia Foltynska
was chosen as the cover illustration. The Writing Fest 2025 project
saw great participation among our students, supported by the
tireless L1 teachers. The published volumes represent only the tip of
the iceberg of all the works presented, characterized by the rich
imagination of their young authors. Congratulations, therefore, to
all participants in the latest edition of Writing Fest, regardless of
whether their texts were included in the volumes!
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After the conclusion of the elections for representatives in the
P4 and P5 classes, on October 20, 2025, the Student Council of
the Primary School resumed its work. The activity program for
this school year includes a particular and privileged focus on
the implementation of projects promoted within the school in
the field of well-being and green school. In fact, the upcoming
meetings have been specifically dedicated to these themes.
Furthermore, the Council will commit to developing
communication strategies with students throughout the
PrimarySchool.
Good work!



CELEBRATIONOF THE EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

Which country hs | R On September 26, 2025, the European School

3 officlal languags

of Varese celebrated the European Day of
Languages to promote the linguistic and
cultural diversity of the European Union.

The teachers organized various activities
for all levels, starting from Nursery and up
to the Primary classes. Through games,
songs, and different educational activities,
the students were able to discover the
linguisticrichness of our school.

From Nursery to P5, every student has
been, on this day, a true protagonist of
an event that hasreinforced values such
as inclusion, respect, and cultural
diversity.




In addition, the students of P3, P4, and P5
presented theatrical performances and
presentations on the connection between
Spain and Spanish-speaking countries, aimed
at the students of Nursery and Primary, thus
promoting cultural exchange and teamwork.
Aspartof the project, each studentresearched
a typical recipe from a Spanish autonomous
community or a Spanish-speaking country
within their family. All the recipes were
displayed in the school corridors,
transforming into a colorful and tasty
exhibition thateveryone could admire.

During the month of October, Spanish teachers and
students carried out a series of activities dedicated to the
National Day of Spain, as part of the project "Spain and the
Hispanic World." The celebrations began with the meeting
of Nursery, P1,and P2, who shared a cheerful dance and the
song of the Autonomous Communities of Spain with their
classmates, followed by a delicious snack of churros and
hotchocolate, prepared together with Spanish mothers.
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Also during this school year, the ambassadors
of the A. Megalizzi Foundation met with the
fifth-grade students, helping them to better
understand the history, values, and
functioning of the European Union. The
meetingswere heldinItalian and English.



From l;astic toPlanet:
AMilestonefor()urMensa |

For years, multiple voices at our school have shared a vision: a

% canteen free from single-use plastic. This vision has now become

W% reality, thanks to coordinated efforts from key stakeholders
‘ __ working together toward our Green School commitment.

After careful consideration, the Comitato Mensa formally =

heart of the Mensa—a request grounded in two fundamental’ =
® Iprinciples that form part of our educational mission to raisel

studentawareness.

First,student health. Research consistently shows that tap water
quality in Italy ranks among the best in Europe, meeting the
highest standards and often surpassing bottled water. Providing
fresh, filtered water directlybenefits our students' wellbeing.

Second, environmental responsibility. Eliminating
single-use plastics from our daily routine represents a
angible commitment to the planet our children will
nherit.
The journey required persistence and determination.
hrough sustained dialogue—and crucial support from
BTFWW, the Comsev board, and AGSEV—we achieved the
lesired result. So.Vite generously provided elegant
stainless steel hottles for every student, the school
nstalled a high-capacity dispenser with dual taps, and...
plastic water bottles have become partof our Mensa's past.
This accomplishment reflects genuine collaboration:|
he school, AGSEY, Comsey, our new kitchen service, BTFWW,
and Comitato Mensa working in concert. It demonstrates
what we can achieve when we unite around shared values
—for the planet, for health, and for every student at
ScuolaEuropeadiVarese.




World Tree Day

World Tree Day, the students of the French
_ (Section of the Nursery created a tree usingj
7 newspapers and real leaves. The finished=
work was accompanied by a message: "Trees™==
Sare ourfriends,let’sprotect them!".

i &

The students of P2 - Italian Section - together

#= " with the students of the Secondary School have

~_planted a Ginkgo biloba tree in the school
e 7?garden.

The students of P2 IT also collected
aromatic herbs to dry and removed the
veeds, leaving a mulch of leaves around the
seedlings to protect them from the cold.




One of the memorable parts of the celebration
came from our Primary 5 English and Italian
classes, who created beautiful posters to spread
messages of kindness around the school. Their
colourful artwork and thoughtful words
encouraged everyone to smile, include others,
and show respect. You can see these inspiring
posters displayed in the playground, bringing
cheertoeveryone who passes by.

This year, our school celebrated Be Kind Month, a special
opportunity to reflect on the importance of kindness in our daily
lives. During the month, pupils had the chance to express
themselves through a variety of activities in Nursery and Primary
cycle through the stories, songs, puzzles, art activities, kindness
exchange in the Dutchsection...

By celebrating Be Kind Month, we strengthened our sense of
community and reminded everyone that kindness, no matter
howsmall, canbrighten someone’s day.



European School Yarese installed the GINA the bench

In collaboration with the HELPIS organization, owner
of the “Yellow Bench® against bullying project”, two
cheerful yellow benches were placed in the school
environment. These benches serve as powerful
symbols against bullying and cyberbullying. Each
bench is uniquely numbered and has been added to a
geographical map of Italy, allowing their location to
be clearly seen and symbolically connecting schools
across the country in a network of kindness and
inclusion.

October was a month of creativity and thoughtfulness at
the European School Varese, as students from Primary P5
and Secondary Sicame together to celebrate the
International Day of Non-Yiolence on 2nd Octoberin a truly
meaningful way. The pupils celebrate that moment
painting the“Gina the Bench” which became a joyful and
symbolic act, turning a simple object into a shared
message of peace, empathy and solidarity.

The students also prepared a meaningful program with creativity and heart. Through songs Be kind and
Toi plus moi, poster presentation with the strong antibullying messages, video projections Unity wins,
Friendship handshake and a short theatrical play “Non fare in bullo!”. the pupils expressed their
commitment to building a more respectful and supportive school community. Teachers, students, and
guests were all moved by the sincerity and effort shown by the young participants. With initiatives like this,
the European School continues to promote values of respect, inclusivity and antibullying environment.



Pedagogical Day

The well-being of students and teachers has been at the
center of this year's pedagogical training. Expert Sarah
Seleznyov shared ideas and strategies to promote self-
awareness and collaborative relationships.

Additionally, a team of teachers helped their colleagues
during an engaging workshop to improve practical
knowledge on using Canva.

Teachers appreciated the opportunity to reflect on their
. practicesand exchange ideas with their peers.

Building The Future We Want®
The European School of Varese had the privilege of
presenting, through the participation of teachers
Ester Bortels, Daniela Carugi, and Jo Rivers Scott, our
vision "Building the Future We Want" at the National




ProDAS

Even during the current school year, the teachers of the %
European School of Varese have been able to enrich their“n;i
professional skills by participating in the ProDAS course. Thisis —
a technique for emotional and social development, aimed at
promoting self-expression to prevent violence. This tool aims
to improve self-confidence, promote language development,
attention and acceptance of rules, cohesion, and solidarity
within a group. ProDAS seeks to create an attentive and warm
' atmosphere toallow participantsto acquire certain emotional
“\ andsocial skills.

In November 2025, ten teachers participated in a first
meeting to approach the ProDAS technique, while other
colleagues had the opportunity to update their knowledge
on the subject. The course will continue with several
ymeetings during January2026.




SILENCE IS READ!

On October 17, 2025, the beautiful initiative of the Silenzio si legge library has
resumed. Throughout the entire school year, students and teachers will share 15
minutes of silentreading each week,following these rules:

- allow each student to choose their own hook, without imposition (it can be a story, a
comic,amanual, etc.).

-The teacher alsoreadstheir book alongside their students; example is fundamental!

- Respect thesilence! Silence isimportant for concentration and for creating anideal
environment forindividual reading.

-Encourage the sharing of students’ impressions about this experience;

- Respect for the routine: once the time is decided, it would be good to stick to it: 15
minutes always on the same dayand at the same time!

The project will conclude on April 23,2026, on WORLD BOOK DAY, when the entire school
communitywill gatherin the courtyards toread together.




Welove going to the library!

The students of P2 IT love going to the
library, where they can listen to many
beautiful stories and savor the pleasure
of reading.

The students of P2 - French Section
shared their pleasure of reading
with the children of Nursery,
igniting in them the desire to learn
thesecretsof reading.
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WE ARE ATHLETEN

Sports Day
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On Thursday, October 2nd, the sports field of Calcinate degli Orrigoni transformed into a large space of | s i =
celebration and movement for the Primary School Sports Day. It was a special occasion for the students, teachers, ] g,
and parents present, who were able to experience amorning full of emotions and healthy competition together. 4

The children engaged in various outdoor sports activities: races, relays, obstacle courses, group activities, team§
games,and smallskill challenges.

Each eventwas designed to involve everyone, respecting the timing and abilities of each individual. The morning

concluded with music and a colorful flash mob followed by a cheerful picnic.
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students, engaged in competitions divided by school year, from P5 to §7. The P5 students ran for 500 meters, ‘ ;ci:"_,_‘
Eswhile the secondaryschool students challenged each other ona1000-meter course.
Everyone spent a spec1al mornlng ﬁlledwnh sports andposrtlve energy
7 | 3 L R T




Feast of San Martino

The German Section organized a
wonderful parade for the Feast of
St. Martin, bringing colorful
lanterns throughout the school.
The celebrations continued at the
Evangelical Church of (aldana,
where there were sweets, coffee,
tea,and punch for children.

Sinterklaas

Thanks to the commitment of the
teachers, parents, and students of the
Dutch Section, we were able to
celebrate the unforgettable
Sinterklaas again thisyear.

R

The magic of the festivities
continued with the traditional
Santa Lucia parade, organized
on December 12 by the Swedish
and Danish communities.
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The children of the Nursery
ENA\ are discovering how
animals live in Antarctica. They
have learned the names of
different species of penguins
and know why each one is
special.

The ENB class of the Nursery has
committed, with the help of their
teachers, to discovering the
mysteries of autumn by
observing the changes innature.

The children of the Italian section

have discovered the importance of
peace through positive emotions,
creativity, and engaging narrative
texts: The Horse and the Soldier by
Gek Tessaro; The King Who Did Not
Want to Go to Warby Lucia Giustini;
and the fascinating poem The War
of the Bellsby Gianni Rodari. All of
this has been accompanied by the
magic of Kamishibai, a traveling
Japanese theater, usually brought
bystorytellerson bicycles.
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The little ones love to play in the
polar area. They catch fish, take
care of the penguins, and browse
throughbooksin the igloo.
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